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Background
 Hispanic/Latinos HIV Workgroup of South 

Carolina emerged in 2008 due to the Deep South 
Project of the Latino Commission on AIDS from 
NY

 Limited resources and membership.  Action 
needed to be taken to infuse more energy and 
resources

 Co-Chairs Mark Gray and Denise Rivera strategy: 
link with an already established organization with 
a set structure (including 501c3 status)



Benefits to both the Coalition and 
the Workgroup
 The workgroup brings: 
◦ Expertise in HIV/AIDS & 

STDs 
◦ Partnership with the 

Latino Commission on 
AIDS 

◦ Committed and 
experienced leadership

 The Coalition brings:
◦ Collaboration with the 

AIDS Benefit Foundation 
(ABF) over many years

◦ Addresses a range of 
health issues; HIV/AIDS 
needs to be integrated 
with approaches to 
other health issues

◦ 501c3 status and 
structure with Board 
and Committees

◦ History of garnering 
funding for outreach, 
training and research 



Collaboration
 In January of 2011 the SC Hispanic 

HIV/AIDS workgroup of the SC HIV 
Planning Council joined the SC 
Hispanic/Latino Health Coalition as part 
of its Outreach and Advocacy 
Committee.

 Under this new structure, the SC 
Hispanic HIV/AIDS Workgroup is now the 
SC Hispanic HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Initiative.



The SC Hispanic/Latino Health 
Coalition (SCHLHC)

We recognize that many Hispanics in South 
Carolina confront multiple barriers to 
healthcare. These include access, 
information, knowledge, resources, and 
cultural competency, both in terms of 
providers and those utilizing services.



The SC Hispanic/Latino Health 
Coalition (SCHLHC)
 We are a non-profit organization made of various 

professionals (both health-centered and non-health 
professionals) that seeks to improve the health of 
Hispanics/Latinos in Columbia via healthcare services, 
outreach programs, and research. 

 We link this population to health resources via 
collaboration with pre-existing health organizations, 
research, and communication opportunities.

 We engage in activities to increase community 
awareness of Hispanic health issues and involvement 
in programs and initiatives to improve the health of 
Hispanics/Latinos.



Complementary Missions

SCHLHC Mission
Workgroup/Prevention Initiative 
Mission 

To provide coordinated 
leadership to advocate for 
equal access to quality 
health care for Hispanics/ 
Latinos residing in South 
Carolina.

To enhance the quality of Life 
among Latino/Hispanics 
living with HIV/AIDS

To recommend efforts to 
prevent HIV & STDs in the 
Latino/Hispanic Community

To promote comprehensive 
health services through 
collaboration and 
community partnerships



Complementary Goals

SCHLHC Goal Workgroup/Prevention Initiative Goals

To work together to advocate 
for the availability of quality, 
culturally and linguistically 
appropriate healthcare 
services in South Carolina.

To identify the needs of the 
Latino/Hispanic Community;

To Identify resources available to 
the L/H community; 

To make recommendations to 
meet those needs; 

To forge community 
partnerships with key players 
in the Latino/Hispanic 
Community.





DINE & DISCUSS, 
APRIL 30

LATINOS AND
EXPERIENCES OF 
HIV/AIDS IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA

PANEL PARTICIPANTS

Emilio V. Perez-Jorge, Lexington Infectious 
Diseases
HIV/AIDS among Latinos in South Carolina

Mark Gray, Hispanic Programs Coordinator, Low 
Country AIDS Services
Hispanic HIV/AIDS Outreach Efforts in Charleston

Elsa Pardo, Acercamiento Hispano
Hispanic HIV/AIDS Outreach Efforts in the Midlands

Laura Cahue, PhD, Secretary, SC Hispanic 
HIV/AIDS Prevention & Volunteer, Lowcountry
AIDS Services and SC Hispanic Outreach 
Mexico/SC 
Bi-national Collaborations to Prevent New HIV 
Infections

Lucy Gordon, who will tell a personal story of 
HIV/AIDS among Latinos 

Fund-raiser for AIDS Benefit Foundation; participants followed the D&D with the ABF Dessert Finale 
(collaboration and combining efforts)
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